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Chamber Dances co

for 17 instruments

Duration: 7 minutes

Instrumentation: V

Flute [doubling piccolo]
Oboe

Clarinet in B’

Bass Clarinet
Bassoon

Hornin F
Trumpet in C
Trombone

*2 Percussion:

[I = 2 Woodblocks (low/high), Bon%(iongas (low/high)]

[IT = Suspended Cymbal, Tambourine,6Guire# Snare Drum, Bass Drum, 4 Glass Jars (low

to high) ]
Piano

Harp
Violin I
Violin II
Viola
Cello

Contrabas res& extension]

Score in C.
All instruments sound as written except for Piccolo, which sounds
one octave higher, and Contrabass, which sounds one octave lower.

Contact
Liam Ritz
liam.ritz@gmail.com

*see percussion set-up on page v



Programme Note

Although the title, Chamber Dances, may
imply a set of music depicting various dance forms,
the piece instead treats the musicians as the
dancers and explores the visceral gestures and
relationships between one another. Throughout the
piece, the instruments interact in differing roles
ranging from supportive, reactive, imitative, and
combative. The individual instruments and families
each “move” in their own unique ways, and these
movements are repeated and examined in various
environments. This creates a sort of musical

iconography wherein the same musical gestures are
juxtaposed in a new situation and adopt an
alternative function. The material is also written in a
manner in which to create distinct physicali

how the musicians perform, often shari

gestures and movements in both gmusical

somatic ~ dialogue. = Chamber w was
i i

commissioned by the Ha rmonic

Orchestra as part of theigminatigural Composer

Fellowship Program.

Composer Biograp

erre  Mercure SOCAN  Foundation Young

Liam Ritz (b.1996) is a Canadian-born composer,%V)gnized composer, Liam was awarded the

with outstanding musicians and
including the Hamilton Philharmonic,O

Toronto Symphony Orchestr m ew,
Veronique Lacroix, Etsuko Ki f Smith,
and more.

His works have been e erformed across

workshops such as the
Music Workshop, the

Canada in festivals '@
Canadian Co

s, including recent performances abroad in

theWnited States and Italy.

conductor, and violinist based in Toronto, Ontati
As a composer, Liam has been fortunat %

iii

Composers Award for his Sonata for Solo Marimba
and was selected as the inaugural winner of the
Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra’s Composer
Fellowship Program, in their 2018/19 Season. Liam
was also the recipient of the Andrew Alexander
Kinghorn Scholarship and the William Irving
Fairclough Graduating Scholarship while at the
University of Toronto.

Liam received a Bachelor of Music from the
University of Toronto, studying composition under
Abigail Richardson-Schulte. In addition, Liam has
participated in masterclasses with Peteris Vasks,
Robin de Raaf, Ana Sokolovic, and Jean Lesage and
has studied conducting under Ivars Taurins,
Stephane Potvin, and Gillian McKay.



Performance Notes

General
Accidentals:

Accidentals remain valid for the entire measure, however only apply to the indicated octave. If differing octave
is to be altered, an accidental will be applied. If no accidental is indicated, the note is assumed natural¢

Microtonal Notation: V

b q = quarter tone lower
Woodwinds/Brass
j U j 1 X-noteheads indicate key clicks
~_

Diamond noteheads indicate to blow air through inStsument, producing air sounds. Although in
most cases this technique is notated with pitches, the sotund should be almost entirely without
pitch.

Strings VV

Bow Techniques:

s.p. = sul ponticello; near the bridge.

s.t. = sul tasto; over the fin ar
c.l. = col legno; with the s ow (always col legno battuto)
#{» Doubl ts indicate to play with excessive bow-pressure, producing a harsh, almost-
= percussivéssound.

es topped with the double-mordent sign are to be performed with moffo vibrato. This is
st like a vibrato accent; vibrato should be very wide and fast.

—eV$

Hit all strings against the fingerboard with the palm of the hand. This should produce a
percussive snapping sound.

m Tap body of instrument with fingers; it may be necessary to place bow down during this
technique to allow for the use of both left and right hands.

B Highest note possible

iv



Percussion

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Woodblocks
Bongos
Congas
Bass Drum
>< Glass Jars
Woodblocks Cymbal
P & Tambourine 3¢
ot = -_-'_.
@
* “Bondos. - Snare Dru iro '
I—'Congas g Bass Drum 4 Glass Jars
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Flute

Oboe

commissioned by the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra

CHAMBER DANCES

(2+2+3)

o=144

for 17 instruments

—d-d-

2(J=96)

Liam Ritz (b. 1996)
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