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INSTRUMENTATION: 

 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets in B-flat 

2 Bassoons 

 

2 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in B-flat* 

 

Timpani 

 

Violin I 

Violin II 

Viola 

Cello 

Contrabass [low-C extension required] 

 

[minimum suggested string count = 10 . 8 . 6 . 5 . 4] 

 

 

*Trumpets require straight mutes and harmon mutes 

 

 

 

Score in C. 

 

 

 

PERFORMANCE NOTES: 

 

Accidentals apply only to the octave indicated and apply throughout entire measure.  

Accidentals may be repeated later in the measure as a reminder. 

 

All glissandi should occur throughout the complete duration indicated. 

 

All tremolos are unmeasured and should be played as quickly as possible. 

 

Horizontal arrows indicate a gradual shift between techniques. 

(eg. gradually changing between sul tasto to sul ponticello) 



 

Composer’s Note 
 

“In celebration of Ludwig van Beethoven’s 250th 

birthday, I was commissioned by Canadian-conductor, 

Justin Pambianchi, to write a new work to be presented 

during a cycle of Beethoven’s five piano concertos. 

Taking this theme into consideration, I decided to centre 

my piece around one of my personal favourite elements 

of Beethoven’s work – the scherzos from his 

symphonies. 

 

In writing my own Scherzo, my approach was to 

not only highlight the traditional structural elements of 

this form (A-B-A), but to also allude to some famously 

Beethovenian musical features. There are references to 

his musical language scattered throughout the piece, 

including distant horn calls, abrupt interjections, 

repetitious use of melodic fragments, and distinct 

rhythmic motifs that could easily be found within 

Beethoven’s own work.  

 

Traditionally, a scherzo (from the Italian word, 

meaning “joke” or “jest”) is characterized as being light, 

playful, and usually quite fast. However, within my own 

interpretation of this musical form, the “joke” of my 

scherzo is that it begins incredibly slow and lugubrious. 

As the piece progresses, the momentum gradually builds, 

and the distinct Beethovenian elements become 

increasingly prominent, eventually bursting to the 

forefront of the musical landscape. 

 

The commissioning of this work was generously 

supported by the Canada Council for the Arts.” 

 

-Liam Ritz

 

 

 

Composer Biography 
 

Liam Ritz (b.1996) is a Canadian composer 

based in Toronto, Ontario. As a composer, Ritz has 

collaborated with musicians and ensembles 

including the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, 

Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Winnipeg Symphony 

Orchestra, National Youth Orchestra of Canada, 

Gemma New, Etsuko Kimura, Cameron Crozman, 

and more.  

 

Ritz’s works have been performed across 

Canada, as well as being programmed in the United 

States, Italy, Finland, Argentina, and Japan. 

Recognized for his work, he has received multiple 

SOCAN Foundation Young Composers Awards, a 

City of Hamilton Arts Award, was selected for the 

inaugural Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra’s 

Composer Fellowship Program (2018/2019), as well 

as the 2022/23 Winnipeg New Music Festival: 

Composers Institute.  

 

A graduate of the University of Toronto, Ritz’s 

work has been supported by organizations such as 

the Toronto Arts Council, Ontario Arts Council, 

Canada Council for the Arts, the RBC Emerging 

Artists Project, and the SOCAN Foundation.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 

Liam Ritz 

www.liamritz.com 
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*accelerando continues from measure 165 to 190
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Cb.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

4 soli

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

(accel. sempre)

(accel. sempre)
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[5� = 72]
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Vc.
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[5� = 84]
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(accel. sempre)
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� cresc. poco a poco 

� cresc. poco a poco 
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