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Colour Palette #1: Images of Gros Morne (2018)

for string quartet

Duration: ca. 12 minutes

Programme Note

Colour Palette #1: images of Gros Morne explores
the relationship between painting and palette, showing
the progression of micro to macro in the setting of visual
arts. The piece is based on a painting by contemporary
Canadian artist, E. Robert Ross, celebrated for his
expansive and realistic paintings of the Canadian
landscape.

The painting in question is of Gros Morne
National Park, in Newfoundland, Canada. The
composition juxtaposes the final painting with the concept
of the palette used by the artist. It focusses on the idea
that every colour, gesture, and brushstroke of the
landscape can be found in the original paint palette, slowl
introduced until the complete portrait is presented.

The structure of the piece is divided i
main sections. In each section, a member of t]
takes on the role of a main element of
(mountain, river, and sky). In additi

elements of the landscape,
with allusions to the hum

st inhabited the land. Next,
ense and shimmering river,
nds of Norwegian folksongs and the
the final section, the violins paint the
vast and op rizon, with slow shifting blankets of
clouds, paired with whispers of Scottish folk music. The
icce congludes with the accumulation of all the parts of
cape, layered over each other, presenting the
eted portrait of Gros Morne.

Colour Palette #1: images of Gros Mornereceived
the 2nd Prize (Chamber Ensemble Category) SOCAN
Foundation Young Composers Award in 2020.

Composer Biography

Liam Ri (b1996) a Canadian-born
composer ba on rio.
He has ed with renowned musicians and

es inclu the Hamilton Philharmonic

the Toronto Symphony Orchestra,

eronique Lacroix, and Etsuko Kimura.

works have been performed in festivals and

i ps across Canada, as well as performances in
nited States, Italy, and Finland.

Recognized for his work, Ritz has received
multiple SOCAN Foundation Young Composers
Awards, a City of Hamilton Arts Award, and was
selected as the inaugural winner of the Hamilton
Philharmonic Orchestra’s Composer Fellowship
Program during their 2018-19 season.

A graduate of the University of Toronto, Ritz’s
work has been supported by organizations such as the
Toronto Arts Council, Ontario Arts Council, Canada
Council for the Arts, and the RBC Emerging Artists
Project.

Contact
Liam Ritz
www.liamritz.com






based on the works of E. Robert Ross

COLOUR PALETTE #1

Images of Gros Morne

for string quartet
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