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FaçadeFaçadeFaçadeFaçade (2022)

for septet 
 
DURATIONDURATIONDURATIONDURATION: ca. 12 minutes 

 

INSTRUMENTATION:INSTRUMENTATION:INSTRUMENTATION:INSTRUMENTATION:    
 

Clarinet in B-flat 

Bassoon 

Horn in F 

Violin 

Viola 

Cello 

Contrabass (requires C-extension) 

 

 

Score in CScore in CScore in CScore in C    

 

 

 

PROGRAMME NOTEPROGRAMME NOTEPROGRAMME NOTEPROGRAMME NOTE    

    
This piece took its initial inspiration from a quote 

in James Baldwin’s The Fire Next Time… 

 
“Love takes off the masks that we fear we cannot 

live without and know we cannot live within”.   
 
While the context of this line was originally 

relating to American racial tensions in the 1960s, I found 

myself also drawing connections to how universal this 

sentiment is – specifically, expressions of identity and 

authenticity within the queer community.  

In its simplest form, this piece is an observation of 

what we choose to show of ourselves to the world, and 

what we sometimes feel must hide. It explores the toll this 

can take on oneself, as well as the liberation felt when not 

only are we accepted by our communities, but also reach 

a point where we can allow self-acceptance. 

 

Façade was commissioned by Joseph Johnson, 

with support from the Ontario Arts Council.

    

COMPOSER BIOGRAPHYCOMPOSER BIOGRAPHYCOMPOSER BIOGRAPHYCOMPOSER BIOGRAPHY    

Liam RitzLiam RitzLiam RitzLiam Ritz (b.1996) is a Canadian-born 

composer based in Toronto, Ontario.  

 

He has worked with renowned musicians and 

ensembles including the Hamilton Philharmonic 

Orchestra, the Toronto Symphony Orchestra, 

Gemma New, Veronique Lacroix, and Etsuko Kimura. 

Ritz’s works have been performed in festivals and 

workshops across Canada, as well as performances in 

the United States, Italy, Argentina, and Finland.  

 

Recognized for his work, he has received 

multiple SOCAN Foundation Young Composers 

Awards, a City of Hamilton Arts Award, was selected 

for the inaugural Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra’s 

Composer Fellowship Program (2018/2019), as well 

as the 2022 Winnipeg New Music Festival: 

Composers Institute. 

 

A graduate of the University of Toronto, Ritz’s 

work has been supported by organizations such as the 

Toronto Arts Council, Canada Council for the Arts, 

and the RBC Emerging Artists Project. 

 

 

    

ContactContactContactContact    

Liam Ritz 

www.liamritz.com 



 

 
  

PERFORMANCE NOTESPERFORMANCE NOTESPERFORMANCE NOTESPERFORMANCE NOTES    
 

Accidentals apply only to the octave indicated and apply throughout entire measure. 

Accidentals may be repeated later in the measure as a reminder. 

 

Shortest Fermata U → � Longest Fermata 

Shortest Breath Marking �   →  Longest Breath Marking 

Grace notes are to be played before or after the beat, respective of where they are placed in relation to the primary note. 

 

All glissandi should occur throughout the complete duration indicated. 

 

 

 

 

STRING TECHNIQUESSTRING TECHNIQUESSTRING TECHNIQUESSTRING TECHNIQUES::::    

 

s.t (sul tasto): over the fingerboard 

s.p (sul ponticello): near the bridge 

flaut./molto flaut. (flautando/molto flautando): light bow-pressure/fast bow-speed (not necessarily effecting bow-placement) 

col legno: played percussively with the stick of the bow (always battuto) 

salt. (saltando): “throwing” the bow, resulting in multiple successive staccato notes in one bow. 

ord. (ordinaire): return to standard playing 
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