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for solo piano

DURATION: 10 minutes

Programme Notes:

I. Schattenhaft (flieRend aber nicht schnell)
II. Adagietto
III. Rondo. Finale

Drei Klavierstiicke is a three movement work for
solo piano, commissioned by German pianist, Leén
Bernsdorf. The piece is loosely inspired by the
symphonic works of Gustav Mahler. Eac

movement begins with a tempo or expressive
marking borrowed from the works of Mahle d
these act as the impetus defining the restof t

movement.

“shadowy (fowing but not
from the scherzo of Mah
this indication and ai
yet constantly movin
entire movement

and light.

to underline the
glimpses of clarity

The seceond
from the

ement, “Adagietto”, takes its name
urth movement of Mahler’'s 5%

Symphony. What is interesting about the Mahler
giefto, are the contradictory opening markings

ing the titular marking of “Adagietto”, and the
additional tempo indication of “sehr langsam” (very
slowly). Through this movement I tried to craft a
slow and distant recounting of the original
symphonic score, and produce the lingering
resonance of Mahler’s writing.

The third and final movement takes its name again
from the ending of Mahler’s 7 Symphony, Rondo —
Finale. The piece moves between alternating
sections of mechanical, typewriter-esque perpetual
motion, gentle cascading lines, and rhythmically-
asymmetrical repeated grooves.

Composer Biography:

Liam Ritz (b.1996) is a Canadian-born composer
based in Toronto, Ontario.

As a composer, Liam has been fortunate to work
with outstanding musicians and ensembles
including the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, the
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Gemma New,

Veronique Lacroix, Etsuko Kimura, Cameron
Crozman, and more.

His works have been frequently performed across
Canada in festivals and workshops such as the
Canadian Contemporary Music Workshop, the
Scotia Festival of Music, the University of Toronto:



New Music Festival, the Hamilton Philharmonic
Orchestra’s What Next Festival, and at the Orford
Music Academy. In addition, Liam’s works are often
programmed by musicians in solo and chamber
recitals, including recent performances in the
United States, Italy, and Finland.

Recognized for his work, Liam has twice received
the Pierre Mercure SOCAN Foundation Young
Composers Prize, first for his Sonata for Solo
Marimba (2017) and Drei Klavierstiicke (2019). His
works have been supported by organizations such

as the Toronto Arts Council, Canada Council for the
Arts, and the RBC Emerging Artists Project. In
addition, Liam was selected as the inaugural winner
of the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra’s
Composer Fellowship Program, in their 2018/19
Season, and received a City of Hamilton Arts Award
in 2020.

Liam received a Bachelor of Musicgfr the
University of Toronto, studying composi
Abigail Richardson-Schulte.
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For inquiries regarding performance and materials:

CONTACT:
liam.ritz@gmail.com
www.liamritz.com
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I. Satz

Liam Ritz (b.1996)
Schattenhaft (flieBend aber nicht schnell) (o = 66)
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II. Satz
Adagietto

Sehr Langsam (- = 40)

(let ring until silent)

(silently depress)
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